
Air Raid Damage, Maintaining Morale & Victory.



Air Raid Damage:

Despite public fears of immediate air raids, the first 11 months of the war

( the Phoney War ) were free of attack. However 13 August 1940 brought the 

first UK raid, followed by the Blitz - nearly a year of daily bombing.

43,000 Londoners were killed and over 1,000,000 properties were damaged. 

The first Merton raid took place on 16 August and 7 people were killed.

Merton suffered heavy bombing due to its wartime industries, transport links and 

proximity to Croydon RAF base. Unfortunately it was also on the flight path back 

to Germany and some sites suffered as enemy planes jettisoned any remaining 

bomb cargo, to make their fuel supply past longer. 

Considerable damage was caused by phosphorous filled incendiary bombs, 

many of which started fires on rooftops – these burned more furiously when 

doused with water and could only be extinguished with sand. Parachute mines 

and High Explosive bombs also proved deadly.

From 1944 a new series of Vengeance weapons brought terror to the UK parts 

of Merton were badly affected by doodlebugs – pilotless flying bombs that 

dropped with little warning and caused widespread blast damage. 



Passers-by pause near the shell of the 

Wimbledon Tyre Company, Montague Rd.

On August 16th 1940, this became the site of 

the first direct hit on the locality. 



Local residents pick their way through the rubble of homes in Runnymede,

Colliers Wood, 1940. Here the Anderson shelters saved many lives.



Devastation caused by a landmine – Langdale Avenue, Mitcham.



High explosive bombs wrecked 

Revelstoke Road, Wimbledon Park on 

September 19th 1940.

Gas and water mains were broken, 

homes were wrecked and the road 

was pitted with craters. 



The emergence of the Blitz spirit,

August 1940.

Morale was high after the first major raid 

on the Wimbledon area, with shops 

proudly displaying the Union Jack.



Damage inflicted by a High Explosive bomb that fell on Centre Court, December 1940.

No-one was hurt by this blast, which was particularly fortunate as part of the 

All England Club had been converted to house a wartime First Aid Post.



Residents and Civil Defence workers survey the impact craters in 

local gardens following a raid over Wimbledon.



A German “Satan,” near Wimbledon Common.

Miraculously this 1800Kg bomb failed to detonate when it landed near Camp Road 

in December 1940. Due to its size, it came to rest 30 feet below ground.



Richmond Avenue, September 1940

Properties were flattened when a damaged German Junkers 88 crashed.

The surviving crew member baled out and landed on a roof in Clapham, where 

he surrendered to householders who had been sheltering in the cellar. 



The wreckage of the Cricketers Inn, Lower Mitcham.

The historic pub was destroyed by a delayed action bomb in 1940. 



The enduring British sense of humour...

Reverend Blamey collecting for the 

“Restoration Fund” amongst the wreckage of 

the Wesleyan Methodist Church, 

Fair Green, Mitcham, 1940



Wimbledon sites hit by Flying bombs or Doodlebugs during the summer of 1944



Damage caused by a Flying Bomb. St.Helier Estate, 1944.

Terrific blast damage resulted from the impact of Hitler’s first vengeance 

weapon. The family Anderson shelter afforded little protection.



Bomb damage, St Helier Estate.

The local paper reported “Folk here 

had just gone to bed when the bomb 

fell but they were uninjured.”



Maintaining Morale:

Leisure activities brought the chance to forget about the war for a few hours 

and were vital to maintaining public morale. The people of Merton took part in a 

range of different activities during the war. Reading and the use of libraries was 

important – people devoured news of Allied victories and many youngsters 

made war maps – using pins to mark the progress of British forces.

Cycling  was a cheap and easy form of exercise and allowed people to travel 

around to survey war damage in their locality. Local cinemas also offered 

escapism, showing a variety of patriotic films, comedies and musicals, 

including movies filmed at Merton Park Studios. 

Radio broadcast Classical concerts, Skakespearian plays and light 

entertainment shows such as “Workers Playtime ” for munitions workers.

Wimbledon theatre also offered a varied programme of cabaret shows, musical 

revues and patriotic drama.

Wimbledon Palais and the Streatham Locarno were popular dance venues, 

with live “big Band” performances and the U S Air Force bands appeared at 

Morden Park.

Fundraising initiatives and “Holidays at Home” also lifted the spirits whilst 

supporting the war effort.



Hooked by a book...

Local youngsters pictured at Wimbledon Library, 1940s



Radio was an invaluable source of 

entertainment and guidance – from 

rousing Churchill speeches and public 

information broadcasts, to Big Band 

concerts, variety shows and the cheery 

songs of Vera Lynn.



Cyclists near the wreckage of the Wimbledon Tyre Company, Montague Road, 1940.

Cycling was not only a cheap form of transport during a period of petrol rationing, 

it was also a popular pastime – allowing youngsters to tour their neighbourhood surveying 

the damage, or travel farther afield to more tranquil surroundings. 



Wimbledon Theatre, Merton Road.

The theatre provided a varied programme of comedy, drama, musicals, pantomime 

and patriotic revues during the war.



Wimbledon Theatre programme, 1942.



Morden Cinema ( part of the Odeon chain from c.1937.)

Cinema programmes offered local residents some much-needed escapism 

during the war. The cinema was also a safe haven during air raids.



The Gaumont cinema ( later the Odeon )

Wimbledon Broadway

The Majestic cinema, Fair Green, Mitcham



Dancers at the Streatham Locarno, 1940s

Dancing offered local residents the 

opportunity to have fun and escape the 

horrors of war.

The music of American composers like 

Glenn Miller proved popular during the 

war. American servicemen stationed in the 

UK also introduced local dance 

enthusiasts to the joys of jive and the 

jitterbug.



The Joe Loss Orchestra was one of many big bands to entertain dancers 

at the Wimbledon Palais during World War II.



Members of the United States Air Force Band performing at Morden Park.

The Americans popularised the big band sound pioneered by Glenn Miller.



Model of the Royal Navy Corvette, HMS Lavender, displayed near 

Cricket Green as part of Savings Week. In addition to buying 

War Bonds, local people donated funds to sponsor naval vessels, 

RAF planes and army tanks. 



Mitcham residents take a closer look at a German Heinkel bomber, displayed on Cricket Green.

By putting grounded planes on show at various locations and charging a small fee, the RAF 

raised more money for the Spitfire Fund.



A Mitcham air raid warden takes a closer look at a grounded Heinkel bomber, 

displayed on Cricket Green to raise funds for the RAF.



Victory Celebrations:

The war in Europe ended on 8 May 1945 with the unconditional surrender of 

the Axis ( German and Italian forces. ) Although fighting continued in the 

Far East, Britain was now freed from the terror of air raids and Prime Minister, 

Winston Churchill announced VE Day, allowing the British people a “brief 

period of rejoicing.”

In Merton and the UK as a whole, streets were filled with cheering people. 

Parties were organised with food set aside for this celebration. Bunting and 

flags were everywhere – there was joyous  singing, dancing and victory 

bonfires at night. The first British servicemen also began to arrive home from 

German POW camps.

It was a further 3 months before the Japanese surrendered, signalling the end 

of World War II ( 15 August 1945. ) V. J Day offered opportunities for further,

( although more muted ) celebration, as people reflected on the impact of sic 

years of war.



Street parties held to celebrate V E Day in Wimbledon.

The gentlemen in the hat ( picture right ) is thought to be Alderman Hickmott, who 

worked tirelessly to support the local Civil Defence forces during the war.



An alternative form of decoration!

The people of Dinton Road, Colliers Wood  celebrate Victory in Europe with flags, 

bunting and even household laundry.



Victory street party, Errol Gardens,

New Malden, 1945



Celebrating the final end of the conflict in the Far East.

V.J.Party, Braemar Avenue, 1945


